Cytoxicity of erythrocyte ghosts loaded with ribosome-inactivating proteins following fusion with CHO cells.
The ribosome-inactivating proteins gelonin, Momordica charantia inhibitor, pokeweed antiviral protein, and one from Saponaria officinalis were enclosed in human erythrocyte ghosts. The proteins once trapped in ghosts and fused with CHO cells inhibited colony formation at concentrations of approximately 1 ng/ml (3 X 10(-11) M), whereas the free proteins only had an effect at concentrations of greater than 1 microgram/ml.